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In 1996, 14 WTO members1 signed the Information Technology Agreement (ITA), an 
important deal that aimed to the elimination of import duties on ICT equipment. The 
main product categories covered by the ITA include: computers, semiconductors, 
semiconductor manufacturing equipment, telecommunication apparatus, 
instruments and apparatus, data-storage media and software, and parts and 
accessories. 
 
At that time, the ITA Committee was established to oversee the implementation of the 
ITA, including reviewing the product coverage, consults on non-tariff barriers 
(NTBs), consider classification divergences and serve as a forum to work out 
disagreements between participants. Participation in the ITA Committee has 
successfully expanded to 47 participants (representing 74 WTO members) by March 
2012. 
 
Last May 14th and 15th2012, the WTO organized an event to celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of this important agreement. The conclusions of the participants were 
the following: 
 The ITA, as a tool to eliminate customs duties on ICT equipment, has been a 

complete success and has widely contributed to the expansion and adoption 
of new technologies; 

 During this 15 years, the sector has evolved dramatically, thus the current 
lists of equipments and descriptions are obsolete and do not cope with the 
reality of current industry portfolios2; 

 Although the ITA membership covers 96% of current ICT global trade, it 
would be of interest to include new members, namely Brazil and Russia; 

 
It is clear that the ITA needs a revision and ETNO supports such evolution. The 
agreement has been tremendously successful in facilitating increased global trade 
and investment, encouraging ICT adoption, and reducing the cost of ICT inputs 

                                                 
1 Counting the EU-15 as one single member 
2 Examples of key categories of products that could be covered by the ITA include: a) 
products capable of processing digital signals; b) products that can send or receive digital 
signals with or without lines; c) ICT manufacturing equipment; and d) related components, 
attachments, and parts. 
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therefore facilitating the deployment and adoption of telecommunication services. 
Modernizing it can only bring additional benefits. 
 
Therefore, ETNO members welcome an ITA expansion, in order to make it more 
comprehensive, recognizing changes in patterns of global ICT trade and production 
and the pace of technological innovation in the industry. ETNO’s position is to 
recommend the start of negotiations promptly, with a view to rapid conclusion and 
implementation, on the following basis: 
 
 Expand the product coverage of the ITA; and 
 Seek to include non-signatory IT producers in the ITA. 

 
A successful expansion of ITA product coverage, concluded in the near-term, would 
provide a much-needed boost to the global economy, and reinforce the importance of 
the multilateral trading system. 
 
 

 


